


Welcome
Vito Gearity
Senior Program Manager
National Hispanic Medical Association

Housekeeping 
◦ All participant microphones will be muted, but please feel free to 

type your question into the Q & A box for the panelists to 
address during our Q & A session at the end.
◦ Please fill out the short post-webinar survey that will be emailed 

out after the event and also shown as a QR code at the end –
Raffle prizes are available upon completion.
◦ Recording will be housed on NHMAmd.org and sent out one 

week after the event.
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Vaccinate For All Updates
� CDC released two dashboards 

� Respiratory Virus Hospitalization Surveillance Network (RESP-NET) Interactive 
Dashboard

� Emergency Department Visit Data for Multiple Respiratory Diseases Dashboard
� The Food and Drug Administration is expected to decide by spring whether to approve Pfizer’s 

vaccine to prevent respiratory syncytial virus, or RSV, in adults ages 60 and older.
� The Food and Drug Administration is proposing a once-a-year regimen for coronavirus immunizations 

— a shift from the agency’s previous strategy of pressing for new boosters to fend off differing 
variants.

� Vaccination in the Latino community is still a problem
� Two years after FDA's COVID vaccine approval, Hispanic people have been less likely than their 

White counterparts to receive a vaccine, according to the Kaiser Family Foundation. (Source).
� Once Medicaid terminations resume, the majority of those who will lose coverage will be people of 

color. Over 4 million Latinos, 2 million African Americans, and over 5 million children will lose 
Medicaid, ¾ of whom will remain eligible but terminated for admin reasons.
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https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/resp-net/dashboard.html
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/resp-net/dashboard.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncird/surveillance/respiratory-illnesses/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/latest-data-on-covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/
https://patientengagementhit.com/news/safety-concerns-lead-covid-19-vaccine-hesitancy-among-latino-parents


David E. Garza, DO, MS.MEdL, FACOFP, dist.
Assoc. Dean of Clinical Affairs
University of the Incarnate Word School of Osteopathic Medicine 
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RSV and It’s Impact on the 
Latino Community
JUANITA MORA,MD

NATIONAL MEDICAL SPOKESPERSON, AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION

CEO/PHYSICIAN, CHICAGO ALLERGY CENTER



RSV

u Respiratory Syncytial Virus, or RSV, is a common respiratory virus that 
can infect people of all ages.

u RSV is so common that nearly 100% of children have been infected 
with the virus by age two.

u RSV is the leading cause of hospitalizations in all infants.

u RSV is spread from person to person through close contact with 
someone who is infected via secretions from coughing and sneezing or 
touching objects such as toys or doorknobs that have the virus on them.



RSV-Underlying Risk Factors in Infants

u Most people, including infants, develop only mild symptoms similar to that 
of a common cold but for some, it can be severe and even life threatening.

u If you have contact with an infant or young child, especially if they were:
u Born prematurely, 
u Are very young,

u Have chronic lung or heart disease, 
u A weakened immune system, or 

u Have neuromuscular disorders, 
u You should take extra care to keep the infant healthy. 

u These are the HIGH RISK infants for complications from RSV.



Besides Infants- who else is at risk for RSV ?

u Older Adults > 65 years of age 

u People who are immunocompromised:

u Diabetes

u High Blood Pressure

u Cardiac Disease

u COPD/Emphysema

u Asthma

u Smokers

u Cancer

u Underlying immunocompromised state



Warning Signs when to take 
Child/Older Adult with RSV to the ED

u Signs of labored breathing

u Dry cough that is getting worse

u Intercostal Retractions

u Unable to speak in complete sentences because too SOB

u Turning Blue in Color

u Oximeter Reading less than 92% RA

u Signs of Dehydration

u Less output wet diapers/urine output

u Not responsive

u Fever that does not respond to medications



RSV- Statistics in children in the US

u Each year in the United States, an estimated 2.1 million outpatient visits 
occur in children younger than five years of age due to RSV infection.

u Each year in the United States, an estimated 58,000 children younger than 
five years of age are hospitalized due to RSV infection.

u One to two out of every 100 children younger than 6 months of age with 
RSV infection may need to be hospitalized.

u 500 children die from RSV each year (CDC)



RSV Statistics in Adults

u Each year in the United States, an estimated 177,000 adults are hospitalized 
due to RSV infection.

u 14,000 adults die from RSV each year (CDC)

u Most Adults who die from RSV are > 65 years old



RSV Statistics in the Latino Community



RSV Statistics in the Latino Community



Risk factors that made the Latino 
Community hard hit by RSV

u Multi-generational homes (where children brought home infection from 
daycare/school to grandparents and infection spread was easier in that setting)

u Higher prevalence of Asthma as an underlying risk factor in inner city Latino 
children

u Lack of education and identifying when to take child/older adult to the ED

u Lack of medical access- as due to COVID-19- many pediatricians and primary care 
doctors still don’t see sick children/older adults without a negative COVID-19 test



RSV Vaccine Development

u RSV Vaccine Development:
• Moderna mRNA RSV vaccine for 60+: phase 3
• Pfizer maternal RSV vaccine (bivalent protein based vaccine): phase 3
• Pfizer vaccine for 60+ (protein based vaccine): FDA accepted priority BLA review on 
December 7, 2022
• GlaxoSmithKline recombinant subunit adjuvanted RSV vaccine for 60+: FDA accepted 
priority BLA review in November 2, 2022

o GSK stopped their maternal vaccination trials
• Janssen protein vaccine for 60+, phase 3

u Monoclonal Antibodies in Development:
• Sanofi/AstraZeneca nirsevimab for infants/children up to 24 months: BLA accepted for review 
by the FDA on January 5th

• Merck clesrovimab for infants/children: in clinical trials, trial completion date expected in 
April 2026

https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-announces-positive-top-line-data-phase-3-global
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/us-fda-accepts-priority-review-biologics-license-0
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/press-releases/gsk-s-older-adult-respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-vaccine-candidate/
https://www.janssen.com/janssen-announces-respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-adult-vaccine-candidate-maintains-high-efficacy
https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases/2023/nirsevimab-us-regulatory-submission-accepted-for-the-prevention-of-rsv-lower-respiratory-tract-disease-in-infants-and-children.html
https://www.merckclinicaltrials.com/trial/nct04938830/


How do we Bridge the Gap in Health 
Disparities in the Latino Community 

when it comes to RSV?

u Protection and education are key.

u Discuss masks and importance of providing free, reliable online resources to keep 
our children, older adults and immunocompromised safe.

u Encouraging the Latino community  to get the RSV vaccine once available. As a 
medical community- we need to be at the forefront by providing:
u Reliable and Trusted Resources In Spanish

u Websites/Hotlines in Spanish

u Vaccination Campaign through the national media on TV/radio to encourage and educate 
our Latino community on the RSV vaccine once available to the public.

u Providing RSV vaccines once available in local community clinic with easy medical access
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CDC Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (COCA) 
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Daily Trend in COVID-19 Cases in the United States
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New Admissions of Patients with COVID-19 in the United States
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Daily Trends in COVID-19 Deaths
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Surveillance for Variants of Concern - NOWCAST
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U.S. Vaccination Program – Coverage by Age
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VACCINE EQUITY
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Sars COV-2  Antivirals 
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COVID-19 ANTIVIRALS  Active Against New Variants 
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COVID-19 RISK CONTINUUM
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General Guidance for our Patients



HECTOR CABRERA, MD, MPH

PREMIER HEALTH
Associate Chief Medical Officer

10319 Jefferson Hwy
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
(225) 214-9352 - office
(504) 621-5457 - cell
hcabrera@phcurgentcare.com

Contacts



Q and A

� Please participate in the discussion by asking questions 
using the Q and A box during this time.



NHMA Programs Update
• NHMA 26thAnnual Conference: Chicago, IL – April 27 – April 30th, 2023: Hyatt Regency Chicago

• NHMA VaccinateForAll Campaign 
◦ Websites launched – HispanicHealth.info & Vaccinateforall.org
◦ Register for FREE to join over 200+ individuals and organizations the champions today!

NHMA Upcoming Events

If you have any questions about our programs or events, please email us at  
nhma@nhmamd.org. 

o Register here

hispanichealth.info
Vaccinateforall.org
mailto:vgearity@nhmamd.org


Thank You

� Please remember to complete our post-webinar survey 
to be entered to win a $25 Amazon e-gift card!


