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WASHINGTON, DC — July 29, 2026

The National Hispanic Medical Association (NHMA) reaffirms our longstanding commitment to
protecting the health, dignity and human rights of immigrant communities. Access to health care
is a fundamental component of a healthy society. Every individual should be able to seek
preventive care, treatment and other essential health services without fear.

We are deeply troubled by the recent deaths of immigrants during encounters with Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) personnel. These tragic incidents underscore the urgent need for
accountability and transparency.

NHMA is also deeply concerned by the Administration's decision to revisit and finalize a new
public charge rule. We witnessed firsthand the harmful consequences of the previous public
charge policy, which created widespread confusion and fear throughout immigrant communities.
Research and experience demonstrated that the policy discouraged families from accessing
health care, nutrition assistance and other essential services, even when they were legally eligible
to do so. The chilling effect extended beyond immigrants directly subject to the rule, causing
many U.S. citizen children in mixed-status families to forgo critical health care and public
benefits out of fear that seeking assistance could jeopardize a loved one's immigration status.

Policies that deter families from accessing health care undermine public health, worsen health
disparities and ultimately increase preventable illness and health care costs. Patients should be
able to seek health care without fear that doing so could negatively affect their family's future or
immigration status.

NHMA remains steadfast in advocating for policies that protect immigrant communities,
preserve access to health care and promote trust between patients and the health care system. We
call on policymakers to reject policies that create fear and discourage access to essential health
services.
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